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Judges 6:11-16 (NLT)

Then the angel of the Lord came and sat beneath the great tree at
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of
Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the
grain from the Midianites. The angel of the Lord appeared to him and
said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!”

“Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to
us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t
they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the Lord has
abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.”

Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have,
and rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!”

“But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can | rescue Israel? My clan is the
weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and | am the least in my entire
family!”

The Lord said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the
Midianites as if you were fighting against one man.”

I Reasons God Uses Average People
Because We Are:

. to display His awesome power.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (TPT)

But he answered me, “My grace is always more than enough for
you, and my power finds its full expression through your weakness.”
So | will celebrate my weaknesses, for when I’'m weak | sense more
deeply the mighty power of Christ living in me.

. dependence on Him.

Isaiah 40:31 (NLT)

But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar
high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They
will walk and not faint.




. encouragement for others.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NLT)
So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are
already doing.

. our identity in Christ.

Ephesians 1:4-5 (NLT)

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in
Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in
advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him
great pleasure.

3 Trughs About Who I Am:

“ lam , ho matter what | do or don’t do.

Judges 6:39-40 (NLT)

Then Gideon said to God, “Please don’t be angry with me, but let me
make one more request. Let me use the fleece for one more test. This
time let the fleece remain dry while the ground around it is wet with
dew.” So that night God did as Gideon asked. The fleece was dry in
the morning, but the ground was covered with dew.

1 John 4:19 (NIV)
We love because he first loved us.

Psalm 139:13-16 (NIV)

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, | know that full well. My frame was not hidden from
you when | was made in the secret place, when | was woven together in
the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

s

z lam , even when | am overlooked.
Judges 6:30-32 (NLT)
“Bring out your son,” the men of the town demanded of Joash. “He
must die for destroying the altar of Baal and for cutting down the
Asherah pole.” But Joash shouted to the mob that confronted him,
“Why are you defending Baal? Will you argue his case? Whoever
pleads his case will be put to death by morning! If Baal truly is a god,
let him defend himself and destroy the one who broke down his altar!”
From then on Gideon was called Jerub-baal, which means “Let Baal
defend himself,” because he broke down Baal’s altar.




1 Peter 2:9 (TPT)

But you are God’s chosen treasure—priests who are kings, a spiritual
“nation” set apart as God’s devoted ones. He called you out of
darkness to experience his marvelous light, and now he claims you as
his very own. He did this so that you would broadcast his glorious
wonders throughout the world.

Romans 8:15-16 (TPT)

And you did not receive the “spirit of religious duty,” leading you back
into the fear of never being good enough. But you have received the
“Spirit of full acceptance,” enfolding you into the family of God. And you
will never feel orphaned, for as he rises up within us, our spirits join
him in saying the words of tender affection, “Beloved Father!” For the
Holy Spirit makes God'’s fatherhood real to us as he whispers into our
innermost being, “You are God’s beloved child!”

3 lam because of God’s affirmation, not the
approval of others.

Judges 7:7-8, 20-24 (NLT)

The Lord told Gideon, “With these 300 men | will rescue you and give
you victory over the Midianites. Send all the others home.” So Gideon
collected the provisions and rams’ horns of the other warriors and sent
them home. But he kept the 300 men with him. The Midianite camp
was in the valley just below Gideon.

Then all three groups blew their horns and broke their jars. They held
the blazing torches in their left hands and the horns in their right hands,
and they all shouted, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”

Each man stood at his position around the camp and watched as all
the Midianites rushed around in a panic, shouting as they ran to
escape. When the 300 Israelites blew their rams’ horns, the Lord
caused the warriors in the camp to fight against each other with their
swords. Those who were not killed fled to places as far away as Beth-
shittah near Zererah and to the border of Abel-meholah near Tabbath.

Then Gideon sent for the warriors of Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh,
who joined in chasing the army of Midian. Gideon also sent
messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come
down to attack the Midianites. Cut them off at the shallow crossings of
the Jordan River at Beth-barah.”

So all the men of Ephraim did as they were told.

Galatians 1:10 (NIV)

Am | now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or
am | trying to please people? If | were still trying to please people, |
would not be a servant of Christ.

John 1:12 (NIV)
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God.
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Judges 6:11-16 (NLT)

Then the angel of the Lord came and sat beneath the great tree at
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of
Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the
grain from the Midianites. The angel of the Lord appeared to him and
said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!”

“Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to
us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t
they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the Lord has
abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.”

Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have,
and rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!”

“But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can | rescue Israel? My clan is the
weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and | am the least in my entire
family!”

The Lord said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the
Midianites as if you were fighting against one man.”

I Reasons God Uses Average People
Because We Are:
e Chosen to display His awesome power.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (TPT)

But he answered me, “My grace is always more than enough for
you, and my power finds its full expression through your weakness.”
So | will celebrate my weaknesses, for when I’'m weak | sense more
deeply the mighty power of Christ living in me.

e Cultivating dependence on Him.

Isaiah 40:31 (NLT)

But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar
high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They
will walk and not faint.



e Creating encouragement for others.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NLT)
So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are
already doing.

¢ Confirming our identity in Christ.

Ephesians 1:4-5 (NLT)

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in
Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in
advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him
great pleasure.

3 Trughs About Who I Am:

“ | am loved, no matter what | do or don’t do.

Judges 6:39-40 (NLT)

Then Gideon said to God, “Please don’t be angry with me, but let me
make one more request. Let me use the fleece for one more test. This
time let the fleece remain dry while the ground around it is wet with
dew.” So that night God did as Gideon asked. The fleece was dry in
the morning, but the ground was covered with dew.

1 John 4:19 (NIV)
We love because he first loved us.

Psalm 139:13-16 (NIV)

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your
works are wonderful, | know that full well. My frame was not hidden from
you when | was made in the secret place, when | was woven together in
the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

g
| am chosen, even when | am overlooked.

Judges 6:30-32 (NLT)

“Bring out your son,” the men of the town demanded of Joash. “He
must die for destroying the altar of Baal and for cutting down the
Asherah pole.” But Joash shouted to the mob that confronted him,
“Why are you defending Baal? Will you argue his case? Whoever
pleads his case will be put to death by morning! If Baal truly is a god,
let him defend himself and destroy the one who broke down his altar!”
From then on Gideon was called Jerub-baal, which means “Let Baal
defend himself,” because he broke down Baal’s altar.



1 Peter 2:9 (TPT)

But you are God’s chosen treasure—priests who are kings, a spiritual
“nation” set apart as God’s devoted ones. He called you out of
darkness to experience his marvelous light, and now he claims you as
his very own. He did this so that you would broadcast his glorious
wonders throughout the world.

Romans 8:15-16 (TPT)

And you did not receive the “spirit of religious duty,” leading you back
into the fear of never being good enough. But you have received the
“Spirit of full acceptance,” enfolding you into the family of God. And you
will never feel orphaned, for as he rises up within us, our spirits join
him in saying the words of tender affection, “Beloved Father!” For the
Holy Spirit makes God'’s fatherhood real to us as he whispers into our
innermost being, “You are God’s beloved child!”

3 | am secure because of God’s affirmation, not the
approval of others.

Judges 7:7-8, 20-24 (NLT)

The Lord told Gideon, “With these 300 men | will rescue you and give
you victory over the Midianites. Send all the others home.” So Gideon
collected the provisions and rams’ horns of the other warriors and sent
them home. But he kept the 300 men with him. The Midianite camp
was in the valley just below Gideon.

Then all three groups blew their horns and broke their jars. They held
the blazing torches in their left hands and the horns in their right hands,
and they all shouted, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”

Each man stood at his position around the camp and watched as all
the Midianites rushed around in a panic, shouting as they ran to
escape. When the 300 Israelites blew their rams’ horns, the Lord
caused the warriors in the camp to fight against each other with their
swords. Those who were not killed fled to places as far away as Beth-
shittah near Zererah and to the border of Abel-meholah near Tabbath.

Then Gideon sent for the warriors of Naphtali, Asher, and Manasseh,
who joined in chasing the army of Midian. Gideon also sent
messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come
down to attack the Midianites. Cut them off at the shallow crossings of
the Jordan River at Beth-barah.”

So all the men of Ephraim did as they were told.

Galatians 1:10 (NIV)

Am | now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or
am | trying to please people? If | were still trying to please people, |
would not be a servant of Christ.

John 1:12 (NIV)
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God.



